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Weddings 
 
"Gay and Alan played at our wedding last October and brought everyone to tears. They were 
magical." 
"I'm so happy I chose bell ringing for my wedding music.... All the guests thought you were wonderful 
too and enjoyed taking pictures. Most of all the registrar said he'd never heard anything like it and 
refused to talk until you had finished playing Clair de Lune." 
(The bride & groom) "...were absolutely thrilled and everyone commented what a lovely surprise it 
was for everyone."  
 
We can ring at any point during the wedding: outside the church, during the ceremony or at the 
reception. 
We have rung at a number of weddings, not least our own in 2007! 
 
Outside the Church or Wedding Venue 
The bride has set her heart on the wedding at a beautiful country church. 
But she has always dreamed of 
coming out to the sound of bells 
- and the small church has no 
bell tower! Or perhaps her 
chosen venue is not a church. 
 
It's Gay and Alan to the rescue - 
you don't have to choose! 
We can ring handbells as you 
come out of that beautiful little 
church.  
Or outside that stately home or 
that idyllic country house hotel. 
Or anywhere else you would like 
us to ring. 
 
We normally arrive before the 
ceremony to meet yourself or 
someone you designate and 
check out any last minute details including positioning. We will wait outside the church or other venue 
to greet the bride and groom as they come out. If you wish our ringing to be a surprise for the happy 
couple or for the guests we can stay out of sight before the ceremony begins. 

We hold eight bells, two in each hand. This is the same number as in many church towers. We begin 
by ringing down from highest to lowest bell several times ("rounds") as the bride and groom appear. 
Then we move on to Jump Changes, a form of change ringing which focusses on some of the most 
attractive sounds. We can continue this as long as you wish - typically until the bride and groom 
depart from the church, or perhaps until the formal photographs begin. This can be up to about half an 
hour. Or if you prefer we can move onto ringing some music after a period of change ringing. 

As more guests come out we move back (while still ringing) to give them more room to congregate - 
we need no tables or other equipment for this style of ringing. We often find guests wish to take 
photographs, perhaps of themselves with us, and we are happy to pose for this while continuing to 
ring. 
 
If the weather is wet we prefer to be undercover, such as a small gazebo or even under a golfing 
umbrella held over us, or perhaps to stand in the back of the venue or the porch if it is large enough. 
This is to keep our bells (as well as us) dry. In practice, if it begins to rain while we are ringing we will 



usually carry on - if the rain is too heavy the happy couple and their guests will not want to stay 
outside for too long anyway! 
 

During the Ceremony 

We can ring at any point during the ceremony: prelude music, the entry of the bride, incidental music 
during the ceremony, the signing of the register, to accompany a hymn, or even the recessional at the 
end. Gay has several solos which have been enjoyed during such times as the signing of the register. 

We will liaise with you to select the pieces you would like for the ceremony, from our varied repertoire. 
This includes popular classics such as the Air on a G String or Debussy's Clair de Lune, sacred 
classics such as Ave Maria or Panis Angelicus, hymns such as Love Divine, traditional tunes such as 
I Will Give My Love an Apple, and popular music such as Hallelujah, Titanic, Make You Feel My Love 
etc. We have even been requested to ring the Forrest Gump theme tune, which we rung on bells and 
chimes (and couldn't stop singing for the next few days!) We are happy to consider adding a particular 
favourite to our repertoire if we feel it is suitable for our bells and we can find a suitable backing track 
or accompaniment where relevant, as long as it is requested well in advance. 

We can play unaccompanied pieces or with a backing track. We can also play accompanied by a 
competent organist or pianist if there is an opportunity for a rehearsal beforehand. 
 
N.B. Music to be played in the ceremony must be approved by the clergyman or registrar. Religious 
music is not allowed in a civil ceremony while the registrar is present. Some popular classical pieces 
were originally religious, although this is often forgotten nowadays. In this case it is up to the 
individual registrar to decide what he/she will allow. If your favourite music is not allowed during the 
ceremony we can always play it during the reception. 
 

n. 
 
At the Reception 
We can ring at any time you wish during the reception - during the drinks reception, during the meal or 
while guests are gathering for the meal, after the meal etc. Our popular pieces such as Titanic and 
Phantom of the Opera as seen on Britain’s Got Talent can be appropriate at this time, or some people 
may prefer well-known classics. You can request particular items from our repertoire or leave it to us. 
 
Find us on Twitter @Gay_and_Alan 
And on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/GayAndAlanOfficial 
See us on  http://youtu.be/mA36ZbA0pNQ , http://youtu.be/z5WeBV92IrY , etc. 


